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From Regional Border Security to
European Defence: “Drone Wall” & NATO

SIBEL DUZ*
ORCID NO: 0000-0003-2775-7890 sduz@setav.org

ABSTRACT: The “Drone Wall” goes beyond border surveillance to serve as a multi-
layered European defence layer against unmanned threats on NATO's eastern flank. The
Russia—Ukraine war has demonstrated how low-cost drones and decoy targets can ex-
haust air-defence systems and threaten critical infrastructure. Its effectiveness depends
on integrating early warning, persistent surveillance, reliable identification, a common
air picture, proportionate response, and the protection of critical assets within a single
architecture. The European Union can contribute through funding, industrial scaling,
and regulation, while NATO should define operational requirements, interoperability
standards, and collective-defence testing, thereby strengthening deterrence, force pro-
tection, and operational resilience.
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Russia made 144 drone sorties into European airspace over 19 months

Russia-linked UAVs near ports, airports, energy sites or military sites in Nato
countries or Ireland
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“Russian Drone Campaign Mapped NATO Air Defence Gaps, Study Finds” : ji.aeJ!
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